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(8:15) As believers, we should not come back under the fear of the law. Instead, we live with
the assurance of salvation by grace. We are adopted as children of God. Christian obedience
is not a matter of coming back under the law as a means of salvation but is a matter of
relationship with God.

Only a fraction of the present body of professing Christians are solidly appropriating
the justifying work of Christ in their lives. Many have so light an apprehension of
God’s holiness and of the extent and guilt of their sin that consciously they see little
need for justification, although below the surface of their lives they are deeply
guilt-ridden and insecure. Many others have a theoretical commitment to this doc-
trine, but in their day-to-day existence they rely on their sanctification for justification,
in the Augustinian manner, drawing their assurance of acceptance with God from
their sincerity, their past experience of conversion, their recent religious performance
or the relative infrequency of their conscious, willful disobedience. Few know enough
to start each day with a thoroughgoing stand upon Luther’s platform: you are ac-
cepted, looking outward in faith and claiming the wholly alien righteousness of

Christ as the only ground for acceptance,
relaxing in that quality of trust which
will produce increasing sanctification
as faith is active in love and gratitude.5

(8:16) This verse describes something that
evangelistic believers call “the witness of the
Spirit.” God’s Spirit confirms to us that we are
in a loving, obedient relationship with God and
witnesses that we are saved. Our own spirit
is conscious of that reality. This agreement
of God’s Spirit and our spirit is the basis of
assurance so that we do not have to live in
uncertainty, wondering if we are true believers.

Religions and cults that do not teach assurance
of salvation keep their people in fear. People
fear that they have not done enough to be
saved. The gospel brings deliverance from fear
because we know we are forgiven. Our obedi-
ence is based on following the Spirit to please
God who has already accepted us, rather than
keeping requirements as a means of gaining
his acceptance.

Roman Roads

The Romans built many roads
for main routes through the
countries they ruled. The con-
struction design made them
smooth and long-lasting. The
roads were part of a network
with Rome at the center, which
led to the saying, “All roads
lead to Rome.”

62 Richard Lovelace, The Dynamics of Spiritual Life, (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 1979) 101.
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We can know that we are saved because we are living in an obedient relationship with God
and have the witness of the Spirit that it is true. (See 1 John 2:3, 29; 1 John 3:14, 18-21, 24
for a scriptural basis for assurance of salvation.)®

» What advice would you give to a person who is not sure that he is saved?

(8:17-18) We will inherit with Christ the glory and kingdom of God. His glory will be revealed
within us by the great things he has done in us, changing our nature to what he planned
it to be. We will inherit eternal life, which means to live the life of God. We will rule with
Christ. However, not all of our privileges are received now. The glorification mentioned
here is still future. The suffering is now, and the ruling is later. However, the future glory
is so great that our present circumstances are not important compared to our future.

8:19-25 describes enduring by faith while we wait for God to completely restore his creation.

(8:19) Everything that is created is still waiting for the time when God will fully glorify his
children. Apostle John said that we do not yet see the form we will have in heaven (1 John 3:2).

(8:20-21) Every created thing is still suffering results of sin. God has allowed the curse to
remain in hope that sinners will repent because of seeing the results of sin. Created things
will eventually be restored and brought to fulfill God’s ultimate plan. This does not include
people who ultimately reject God’s will, refusing to repent.

(8:22) The curse of sin affected all creation (Genesis 3:17-19). Work is difficult. The land does
not respond to man the same as it did before the Fall. Sickness, aging, and death come to
all living creatures.

(8:23) Even believers still physically suffer the results of sin because their bodies have not
been restored to the conditions before the Fall. We have the Holy Spirit as the first part, a
sample, and the evidence of God's ultimate restoration. The ultimate, complete restoration
of creation is final salvation. We can say that we are already saved, and yet are still waiting
for final salvation.

» What are some things you see that are signs that creation is under the curse of sin?
Satan's policy with sinners is to give the best he can at first, then worse and worse, luring

them on with promises he cannot fulfill and ending with hell. God gives us a sample of
heaven now and reserves the best for us later.

63 Image: “roman road to arch” taken by Steven Damron on January 5, 2010, retrieved from
https:/www.flickr.com/photos/927719890@N00/4249691365, licensed under CC BY 2.0,

desaturated from the original.
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(8:24-25) These verses make the point that we are waiting for things we have not yet seen
or received.

The resurrection of the body is an essential Christian doctrine, and denial of it leads
to sinful living. Some in the Corinthian church denied the resurrection, and two opposite
extremes resulted:

1. Extreme suppression of physical desires as if they are evil
2. Careless indulgence of physical desires as if they are harmless

Some thought that if the body is going to be discarded as worthless and evil, then all physical
desires were sinful. Following this reasoning, they recommended celibacy. Others decided
that since the body will be discarded, it can now be indulged in all sinful desires. Both ex-
tremes are unchristian. These heresies and others come when people deny the resurrection
of the body.

8:26-27 describes the work of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s prayer.

(8:26-27) Our fallen condition affects our mental and spiritual perceptions. We cannot
completely understand spiritual realities. We cannot completely understand what God wants
to do in the world. When we pray, the Holy Spirit compensates for our weakness by praying
with us with words that we cannot say. He knows how to pray according to the will of God.

These verses do not imply praying in an unknown language. The statement is that the Holy
Spirit says the prayer for us because we cannot say it. It does not say that we pray it in some
incomprehensible way.

Introduction to 8:28-39

This passage explains that believers are in God’s plan, and he intends to give them the grace
to finish the Christian journey and be transformed into the image of Christ. No conditions
that exist in the world can separate us from God because his grace and power are greater.

This passage could be titled “The Spiritual Security of the Believer.”

» A student should read Romans 8:28-39 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(8:28) The phrase “all things” includes all things that we suffer. It does not mean that God
has decreed all things that happen, including sin. It does mean that God brings good results
from all things for the sake of believers. In 8:37, after listing all kinds of suffering, he said
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that in all these things we are more than conquerors. God uses them for his purposes and
develops us through them.

God does not decree everything that happens. He allows free will to operate, allows true
risks to be taken which are subject to chance, and permits even sin. Yet for the believer, God
brings good results from all events — even from the sins of others committed with harmful
intentions.

(8:29) We know that not everyone in the world is saved. Therefore, those whom he foreknew
are those about whom he knew something specific. We know from the context of Romans
that God selects those who believe. He knew who would respond to his offer of salvation
with faith. (See also 11:2 and comments.) It is significant that his foreknowledge comes
before predestination in this sequence. God planned to save believers. (See Psalm 1:6, 1
Corinthians 8:3, Galatians 4:9, and 2 Timothy 2:19 for examples of God's “knowing.”)

He planned for them to become like Christ. To become as he is means that we will be made
Christlike in character.

(8:30) It is the work of God that brings us all the way into an eternal salvation. Nothing is
needed from us except our willingness.

(8:31-32) No circumstances can be too difficult for God. He already made the supreme
sacrifice, so now he will give us everything needed for our victory.

(8:33) Nobody can count us guilty of the sins on our record because they are erased by the
justification God provided.

(8:35-39) This is a passage that offers great hope and comfort to those who follow Jesus.
Nothing can separate us from God. Paul is saying that we are spiritually protected from
everything that we may face in this world. The security of the believer is the promise
that God will never fail to provide him the strength to persevere in his faith and no
other power can take him away from God.

» How would you describe the way God helps a believer face all circumstances
with faith?
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LESSON 8 REVIEW QUESTIONS

1.

2.

Why was it impossible for the law to be a means of salvation?
What does it mean that a believer is no longer in the flesh?

How does the law direct the life of a Christian?

What is the witness of the Spirit?

What is final salvation?

What problems result if people deny the resurrection of the body?

What is the security of the believer?
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LESSON 8 ASSIGNMENT

Write a page describing the difficulties of living as a Christian in a fallen world
and also describe what the Holy Spirit does for the Christian.







LESSON 9

GOD’S SELECTION

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5

The letter to the Romans explains how a person comes into relationship with God to receive
salvation and blessing. The relationship with God is based on grace received by faith. This
message caused questions to arise about the people of Israel. What happened to the special
relationship between God and Israel? How can a Jewish person be saved? Does God still
have a plan for Israel? These chapters answer those questions as Paul continues to explain
the message of the gospel.

GOD'S JUSTICE ON TRIAL

“But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?” (Romans 9:20). Some people have used
this verse to rebuke any person who tries to examine the justice of God. They say that God's
justice is so much higher than ours that we cannot understand it.

Is there some high level of justice at which black
becomes white and evil is actually good? If a hu- " .
man judge condemned infants, judged mistakes To be the God of eternity,

and willful crimes alike, and punished people for he must be able to stand
ol ey ot gt oA above accusation before
was judgi i i .
’ ) all devils, all angels, and

level of justice, but that he was unjust.
all men. No one must be

God’s justice is higher but not opposite to ours. able to [rightly] accuse
Our sense of justice comes from his and is based . . »
him of unfairness.

on his standard. He commands us to be holy in
the same sense that he is holy. If his action some-
times seems unjust to us, that is because we do R.G. Flexon
not see all of the facts, because our values are Rudiments of Romans
too temporal, and because our perceptions are
distorted by our own desires.

God does not simply profess to be just and refuse to explain his ways to his creatures. Instead,
the book of Romans emphasizes that the justice of God is visible. Those who reject God are
without excuse (1:20) because of what they know of God. Sinners know that they deserve

103
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judgment (1:32). Romans 2 is entirely on the impartiality and consistency of God's judgments.
The work of atonement is so that God can be just even though He justifies sinners (3:26).

It is obvious that God wants us to see that he is just. For this reason, God has explained his
policies of salvation, explaining why they are
just. It would not be possible for us to truly
worship God unless we see that he is just. If we
do not believe that God is just, our obedience
to him would be like obedience to a tyrant
or robber.

Therefore, God allows himself to be put on trial,
or even puts himself there (3:4). He is confident
that his actions are consistent with true justice.
An honest trial of God's actions will show him
to be righteous and the sinner guilty.

Roman Fort
» Why is it important for us to understand This fort has stood in Rome
the justice of God’s actions? How do we since ancient times.

know that God wants us to understand
his justice?

A biblical view of God’s sovereignty:
* God has chosen to allow people to make real choices with consequences.
* God responds to the choices people make (Romans 1:24, 26, 28).
* God is powerful and wise enough to accomplish his ultimate plan in spite of what
any person does.
Every person decides whether or not to accept the gospel and is saved or rejected on that
basis. God offers salvation, gives people a realization of their guilt, gives them desire for

grace, and gives them the ability to believe. He sends messengers to persuade unbelievers
to repent. But the individual person makes his own decision about salvation.®*

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5, PASSAGE 1

Main Point of Chapter 9

God has chosen the way of salvation, and nobody can be saved any other way.

64 Image: “Porta San Paolo front”, by Joris, March 1, 2005, retrieved from

https:/commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Porta_San_Paolo_front.JPG, public domain.
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Summary of Chapter 9

This chapter is often interpreted to mean that God chooses who will be saved and who will
be lost on a basis that we cannot know. Actually, the point is that God has chosen the way
of salvation, and nobody can be saved any other way. His sovereignty is not demonstrat-
ed by choosing some people and rejecting others without any criteria. His sovereignty is
demonstrated by his setting the criteria — the design of the way of salvation.

» A student should read Romans 9:1-5 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(9:1-3) Paul expressed agonizing grief for Israel because they were spiritually lost. He men-
tioned that he was their brother. Paul had excelled in the religion of the Jews. He respected
their scholars. He was grieved to realize that most of the teachers and leaders and most of
the people they served had rejected Christ.

(9:4-5) Israel was a nation with great spiritual privileges.

* They first had God as Father.
* They first saw the glory of God revealed.

* They had
= The covenants as terms of his blessing.
= The law.

= The forms of worship.
= The promises of ultimate salvation.

* The patriarchs were Jews.
* Jesus was born as a Jew.

Paul previously said in 3:1-2 that the Jews had great advantages.

JUDAISM, THE ROOT OF CHRISTIANITY

Judaism could be said to be the root of Christianity. Even now Judaism has more in common
with Christianity than any other religion. Judaism did not become a false religion until it
rejected Christ.

Listed here are some connections between Christianity and Judaism.

1. Christians and followers of Judaism worship the same God and have received clear
revelation from God.
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2. Judaism provided the theological and philosophical foundation of Christianity. Israel
was monotheistic and believed in a God that was eternal, uncaused, and holy. God
created everything good, but evil and suffering came because of sin. Man is a special
creation in the image of God, with a glorious destiny after he is redeemed. We assume
these truths, but they contrasted with all of the religions around ancient Israel. These
truths were first revealed to Israel.

3. Christians and followers of Judaism accept the Old Testament as scripture, but fol-
lowers of Judaism do not accept the New Testament.

4. Jesus, the founder of Christianity, was a Jew and affirmed the religion of his people.
He stated its true priorities and condemned the distortions of the Pharisees. He did
not claim to be starting a new religion but fulfilling the old one.

5. The heart of Judaism was the Messianic hope. The first Christians were Jews who
believed that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah.

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5, PASSAGE 1

» A student should read Romans 9:6-16 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse continued

(9:6-9) Some of them have been saved; the Word of God has had effect. The people of God
are not simply those who are biological descendants of Abraham. They are the people who
are saved by believing God’s promise.

From the time that God chose Abraham, salvation was planned this way. God's salvation
plan, which was to continue through Isaac, was a work of God in response to faith. God’s
pattern for salvation is promise, then faith, then miracle. Isaac’s birth was a miracle.

Ishmael was born by natural means, not by miracle, and God did not use him for the plan
of salvation. By the same principle, God does not accept works for salvation. Jews who
wanted to be saved by works were rejected by God just as Ishmael was rejected from being
the promised son.

» What about the case of Jacob and Esau? Some people think that these verses say that
before they were born, God chose which one he would save. What do these verses
really say?

(9:10-13) When God chose Jacob instead of Esau, he was not choosing which one he would
save. He chose the one he would use to fulfill the plan of salvation. This is the theme of the
chapter: God's right to determine the means of salvation. The record of Esau's life in the Old
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Testament shows that he actually had a change of heart and may have been saved. He was
not rejected from salvation but rejected from being the one to be the father of the chosen
nation and the Messiah. The term hated simply means “rejected in favor of another,” like
it meant when Jesus said that we must hate our father and mother in comparison to our
loyalty to him (Luke 14:26).

God did not choose Jacob because of his qualities or reject Esau because of faults. The
passage emphasizes that they had not yet done any good or evil when God made his choice.
Of course, God knew their futures. The point is that God chose according to his own plan.

» Some people say that 9:14-16 proves that God chooses whom he will save with reasons
that we do not know. They say that our actions and choices do not determine whether
or not we will be saved. What are these verses really saying?

(9:14-16) God chooses to whom he will show mercy. That does not mean that he does it
without any basis or on a basis that we cannot know. God has shown the basis of his mercy:
“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to
the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon” (Isaiah 55:7).

He clearly tells us that we are chosen for salvation if we believe and rejected if we do
not. Therefore, it is not according to the will of the person to decide how he can be saved.
Salvation must be by the mercy of God, received in the way he has decreed.

» A student should read Romans 9:17-23 for the group. Did God create Pharaoh to be
a wicked man and control him so that he would do evil?

(9:17-18) Pharaoh was not born to be condemned, but God put him into his position of
authority because God knew what he would do. The term raised up does not refer to his
creation, but to his installation as ruler. God has mercy on those who believe and hardens
those who will not. Hardening does not mean that God changed a good person into a bad
one. God gave Pharaoh the resolve to carry out what he already wanted to do.

Those with hardened hearts are considered guilty for their condition. Therefore, according
to justice, their choices are real. Earlier, in 2:4-5, the Gentiles are condemned for hardness
of heart which is connected to their willful rejection of truth. (See also Jeremiah 19:15,
Nehemiah 9:25-29, Mark 16:14, and Hebrews 3:7-13.) Pharaoh would not have had a hard
heart if he had not rejected God first.

(9:19) Here someone raises an objection: “If God can control people, like he did Pharaoh,
how can anyone be judged? Nobody has successfully resisted his will.” The objector speaks
as if a person should be excused for resisting God if he ultimately is forced to do what God
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wants. But God is able to distinguish between those who respond to him willingly and those
who do not.%

(9:20-23) God is able to select some for judgment and some for mercy, even though he will
ultimately be glorified by all (because he is glorified both for his judgment and for his
mercy). He has a basis for selection and has the right to select. God sets his criterion for
acceptance, and it is unchangeable.

The potter can decide what he will do with the clay. He can turn part of it into a vase for
flowers and another part into a garbage container. The same way, God decides that some
people are fit only for judgment and other people are fit for mercy. The Greek verb does not
specify who did the action. It could mean that the people prepared themselves for judgment.
That would be consistent with the statement that God endures their rebellion until the time
for judgment comes. God did not create them for judgment or make them into sinners. Their
judgment will be for their own choices. The fact that God is sovereign in his choosing does
not mean that he chooses indiscriminately but that he chooses by his own standard. He
chooses the wicked for judgment and the believers for salvation.

The question “Why have you made me like this?” does not mean “Why did you create me
for condemnation,” but “Why did you decide that I was fit for judgment?” But God has the
right to determine and reveal his justice.

The illustration of the potter is from Jeremiah 18:1-18. The key verses are 18:7-10. 18:8
says, “If that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the
disaster that I intended to do to it.”

» How would you explain the illustration of the potter and the clay? Did God make
some people for the purpose of showing his wrath? What does it mean that he makes
different kinds of things out of the clay?

THE APOSTLE'S OWN CONCLUSION

Some people have concluded from this chapter that God creates some people for the purpose
of judgment and others for mercy. However, Paul himself states his main point in the con-
clusion of this chapter (9:30-33). It is important that we let the author make his own point
from his own illustration. We must not argue an application of the author's story that is
contrary to the one he himself states. Paul’s main point is this: God will judge an individual
on the basis of whether that person believes or not. As the potter, he has the right to decide
the basis of acceptance.

65 See the notes on a similar passage in 3:5-8.
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We can rejoice in God’s sovereignty because he is always wise, good, loving, and just in
everything he does. Though he has absolute authority, he does not do anything unjust. His
actions are always consistent with his own nature.

The point of the chapter is not that God chooses whatever individual he wants without any
criterion. The main point of Romans 9 is that God sets the criterion that determines whom
he will choose for salvation. The criterion is saving faith.

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5, PASSAGE 1

» A student should read Romans 9:24-33 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse continued

(9:24-26) Many Gentiles became part of the people of God, though they are not called the
people of God on the basis of nationality. This connects to the great missionary theme of
this epistle: the gospel can be offered to everyone in the world.

(9:27-29) Many Jews will be rejected, and only a remnant will be saved. Jews will not auto-
matically be saved just because they are Jews. If God had acted according to justice without
mercy, they would have been destroyed completely like Sodom.

(9:30-33) Here is the conclusion of the chapter. The author must be permitted to write
his own conclusion. The theme of the chapter is that God has set the means of salvation.
The ones who tried to establish their own righteousness on the basis of the law failed.
Those who seek righteousness by faith succeed. The person who tries to establish his own
righteousness stumbles over the foundation stone God has laid, but the one who believes
will not be ashamed.



110 ROMANS SHEPHERDS GLOBAL CLASSROOM

LESSON 9 REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How do we know that God wants us to understand his justice?
2. Why is it important for us to see that God is just?

3. What is a biblical view of God’s sovereignty?

4. What is the main point of Romans 9?

5. What were the spiritual privileges of Israel?

6. What are five connections between Christianity and Judaism?
7. What does Romans 9 say about God’s choice of Jacob?

8. Why can we rejoice in God’s sovereignty?

LESSON 9 ASSIGNMENTS

1. Write a page explaining how God is sovereign and yet responds to man’s
choices. Use Romans 9, but also use other scriptures.

2. You should prepare at least two conversations with believers from oth-
er churches. You should ask them to explain what they think about the
sovereignty of God. You should explain passages from Romans that are
relevant to the topic. You should write a description of the conversation
and give it to the class leader.




LESSON 10

THE URGENT MESSAGE

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5, PASSAGES 2-3

Romans 10 is a climax in the book of Romans. The apostle has already explained that
salvation is by grace through faith and that everyone in the world needs it. Because faith
is necessary, the message of the gospel is important: People need to hear the message so
they can believe it. This chapter is important to the purpose of the book because the whole
book gives the basis of missionary work.

Romans 11 deals with the relationship between Israel and the church. Most Jews rejected
the gospel. Paul explained that God’s plan was for the whole world and that Jews could also
be saved. Israel as a whole will someday accept Christ.

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5, PASSAGE 2

Main Point of Chapter 10

Righteousness must be found by faith, and the necessity of faith makes the gospel message
urgently important.

Summary of Chapter 10

It is a mistake to try to achieve justification through personal righteousness. The righteous-
ness God accepts from man, he first gives to man in response to faith. The gospel message
provides an opportunity for faith.

» A student should read Romans 10 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(10:1-5) The Jews still needed to be saved because they did not understand what righteousness
they needed. They tried to justify themselves by establishing a perfect record of personal
righteousness, not realizing that it was impossible. The righteousness that God accepts is
that which he works in a person in response to the believer's faith.

111
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The purpose of the law is to bring us to Christ by condemning sin and showing the need for
a Savior. When a person comes to Christ, the law is no longer the basis of his acceptance
with God, so Christ is the end of that use of the law (10:4). That does not mean that the law
no longer shows us how to obey God, but that our acceptance by God does not depend on
our having a perfect, lifelong record of obedience.

The theory that people who lived before Christ
came were saved by works is thoroughly refut-
ed by this passage. Paul states clearly that those
who tried to establish their own righteousness
by works were misguided and lost. They should
have believed the gospel truth that Paul quoted
in 10:6-8 from Deuteronomy.5¢

(10:6-11) This is a quotation of Deuteronomy
30:11-14. Moses told the Israelites that keeping
the commandments of God did not depend on
some heroic or superhuman effort, such as

ascending to heaven or crossing the sea. In- The Vatican
stead, it would be accomplished in them by God After persecution ended in 313,
through their faith.” Rome soon became the capital
city for the church, just as it
Paul adapted the statement to refer to the was for the empire. It still is the
feats of ascending to heaven or into the earth capital for the Roman Catholic
and showed that Christ has fulfilled all that is Church. The picture shows the
recessary: Vatican, the headquarters of
Catholicism.

Salvation by grace is so near that it is in our
hearts and mouths. This means that we receive
it by faith (in our hearts) and confession (with
our mouths).

(10:12-13) Here is another emphasis that the same means of salvation is available to every
person. Jesus is Lord over all, and any person anywhere in the world can call to him.

(10:14-15, 17) This is a call for missionary work. The missionary’s message is urgent—since
people are saved by faith, they need to hear the message so they can believe. These verses
are central to the purpose of the book.

66 See the following section.
67 Image: “St Peters. Rome” taken by Brian Dillon on December 12, 2010, retrieved from
https:/www.flickr.com/photos/28805679@N03/6375448359/, licensed under CC BY 2.0,

desaturated and cropped from the original.
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Paul expresses great passion for missionary work and describes the tragedy of those who
have not heard the gospel. They can be saved by believing; but how can they believe unless
they hear, and how will they hear unless a missionary goes?

» Paul spoke of the need to send missionaries, which means to help equip and support
them. What should you be doing to help send the gospel to people who are not

near you?

(10:16, 18-21) Inserted into the missionary call is
the reminder that not all will respond. People are
not saved by the gospel information alone. The
Gentiles had some knowledge by General Revela-
tion (discussed in 1:18-20), but that did not save
them since they rejected it (10:18 is a quote from
Psalm 19:4). Israel had much more revelation,
yet even they were not saved simply by having it.
Isaiah predicted Israel's rejection of the Messiah
(Isaiah 53:1, 3).

The apostle responds to objections. First, about
the Gentiles, someone might say, “But do they
really not know?” Paul answers, “Yes, knowledge
of God is everywhere,” as he described in 1:20.
Then, the objector asks about the Jews: “Did Isra-
el not know?” He answers that God continually
reached out to the Israelites, but they refused to
obey. The objector is doubting the effectiveness
of the gospel message because many heard it and
were not saved.

Paul explained that most Israelites did not respond
with faith.%® People are not saved by the message
unless they respond.

“Paul’s evangelism, his
letters suggest, has

two great motivations:

a sense of obligation
derived from what God
has done for him and
commissioned him to do
for others, and a desire
that God will be glorified
by as great a number of
people as possible. We
are to imitate Paul by
extending God’s grace in
the gospel just as he did.”

Douglas J. Moo

Romans

Preaching does not save the person who refuses — God’s grace is not irresistible. However,
it offers the opportunity of salvation. Though everyone knows something about God, the
gospel comes with greater light and with the convicting power of the Holy Spirit.

68 See the section in Lesson 4 entitled “Grace in the Old Testament.”
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PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5, PASSAGE 3

Main Point of Chapter 11

Nobody can be saved without accepting salvation on God’s terms.

Summary of Chapter 11

Israel in general was not saved because they refused to be saved God’s way. Many Gentiles
were being saved, but any who fall from faith lose salvation. Jews could be saved if they
chose, and Israel as a whole will someday accept the gospel. God will keep the promises he
made to their ancestors.

» A student should read Romans 11:1-15 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(11:1) The question is, “Has God rejected the Jews?” Paul answers, “No, I also am a Jew.”
Some Jews were saved.

(11:2-5) Those whom God foreknew are not rejected. Of course, God foreknew everyone
in the sense that he is omniscient, but those whom he foreknew in the sense of this verse
cannot be everyone because the verse is talking about specific people of Israel. The verse
refers to those whom God knew would respond to his grace.%® Paul provides an example of
people whom God foreknew in this sense and accepted — the 7,000 who did not bow to Baal.

The remnant who are chosen by God (11:5) were not chosen arbitrarily or randomly. They
are the people that God knew would believe in him.

(11:6) Works and grace always go together in the Christian life, but they completely exclude
each other as a basis for salvation. They cannot be added together as a basis for our accep-
tance by God, as some false religions teach.

(11:7-10) 11:8, which is a quote from Isaiah 29:10, shows that the insincerity of the people
made them spiritually blind. Their hearts became hard because they continued to reject
truth. Isaiah 6:9-10 also says that people become blind when they continue to hear and reject
the offer of mercy. These verses in Romans do not mean that God refused to offer mercy
to some people. David’s curse (Psalm 69:22, 23), which Paul quoted in Romans 11:9-10, was
not that repenting people would be rejected, but that wicked people would be punished.

69 See the notes on 8:29.
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(11:11) Has God allowed them to fall beyond all hope? No. Israel's rejection of Christ re-
sulted in his crucifixion, which was God's means of salvation. In this sense, their rejection
resulted in the acceptance of the Gentiles. When the Jews see Gentiles getting saved, they
will understand that they could be saved the same way.

(11:12-15) The Gentiles will be benefited even more if Israel returns to God. It is not necessary
for God to choose between Jews and Gentiles. He wants to save all.

» Some theologians believe that because God chose not to save some people, he withheld
his grace from them, making it impossible for them to be saved. How would you
answer that idea from 11:12-15?

» A student should read Romans 11:16-24 for the group.

(11:16-24) These verses use the illustration of the practice of taking branches from a tree
and putting them on another tree. Israel was like branches broken off from God’s tree,
and Gentiles were branches added in. The Jews were broken off because of their unbelief.
Anyone who has been brought in will also be broken off if he does not continue in faith.
Those already broken off can be restored.

Paul did not say that God decides who will be on the tree and that His decision is unchange-
able. He said that God takes off those who are unbelievers, but they will be added again
if they believe. Believing Gentiles are added, but they will be broken off if they fall into
unbelief. God responds to man's choices.

» From these verses, how would you explain the illustration of branches being added
or removed?

THE DANGER OF LEAVING SALVATION

It is important to understand what the Bible teaches about the security of the believer. The
Bible has many serious warnings for believers.

In John 15:2-10 is the famous metaphor of the vine and branches. It answers some important
questions.

How do we abide in Christ? “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love”
(15:10). To stop abiding in Christ would mean that a person stopped obeying him. What
happens then?

“If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned” (15:6). If a person stops obeying,
and thereby stops abiding in Christ, he is rejected. The illustration of branches falling off the
vine and being gathered for the fire shows the most complete rejection that we can imagine.
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“Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me” (15:4). “Every branch in me that does not
bear fruit he takes away” (15:2). To bear fruit is to live a life that is changed, blessed, and
guided by the grace of God. If we don't abide in Christ by obedience, we can't bear fruit. The
person not bearing fruit is rejected.

The Bible nowhere tells us that we will possess salvation no matter what we do. Continual
grace for Christian living comes through our relationship with God through Christ. Christ
is like a vine from which we must continually draw life. The metaphor of the vine shows
that the gift of salvation is possessed by means of relationship. To be separated from him
is to be separated from salvation. We maintain this saving relationship by obeying God.

A modern illustration could be a light bulb and electricity. The bulb has light while the
power of electricity is flowing into it. The bulb cannot keep its light if it is detached from its
power source. Likewise, we have eternal life by our relationship with Christ. His life flows
into us. We do not retain that life if we disconnect from him.

Scripture warns us that a person once saved can lose salvation by being ultimately defeated
by sin. “The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never
blot his name out of the book of life” (Revelation 3:5). These were saved people, yet their
salvation would be lost if they were overcome by sin.

At one time, Paul was worried that his converts in Thessalonica might have given up their
faith. He said that if that had happened, his labor of evangelizing them would be wasted
(1 Thessalonians 3:5). This shows that it is possible for a believer to fall from his faith so
completely that his original conversion is worthless.

In 2 Peter 2:18-21 we find that there are false teachers who deceive some believers who
have “escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.” These former believers had known the way of righteousness but left it. This
text says that they would have been better off never to have known the way than to return
to a sinful lifestyle. This shows that it is possible for a person to lose his salvation by going
back into sin. If it were not possible for a person to lose his salvation, a person could never
be worse off than before he was saved.

God does want believers to feel secure, but not by basing their feelings on a false assurance
that makes them put themselves in real spiritual danger. We must not promise believers
something God has not promised. He does not promise that we will be safe from losing our
salvation no matter what we do.

God promises to be with us, guide us, and empower us to live in victory over sin. He promises
that we receive spiritual life from our relationship with him. The believer can live without
fear in God’s promise of continual grace that the believer receives in relationship with God.
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PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 5, PASSAGE 3

Notes Verse-by-Verse continued

(11:25-29) Israel as a nation (all Israel) will be saved. That does not mean that every individ-
ual Jew will be saved, but at some future time the remnant of the nation will turn to God.
The fullness of the Gentiles is mentioned in Luke 21:24. (Other information about Israel's
salvation as a nation is in Isaiah 2:2-5, Isaiah 60:1-22; Zechariah 12:7-13:9.)

(11:30-31) See the note on 11:11.

(11:32) God has categorized them (grouped them) all as unbelievers in the same condition.
God has condemned all and pronounced sentence on them, so that all are equally candidates
for mercy. The term all is used twice in this verse. Just as all are sinners, God wants to have
mercy on all. Just as he condemned all, he offered mercy to all.

All people are put into the same category so that they can receive the same salvation. (See
3:19-23.) The point is that he has put all under condemnation so that He can offer mercy
to all the same way.

(11:33-36) These verses are an exclamation of praise for the wisdom of God. The great
salvation plan is above what our imagination could have devised. We must accept it the
way he wants to give it, for he owes us nothing (11:35). Some are offended by God’s plan of
salvation, as if it is a rock of stumbling; but it is the foundational rock of mercy.

DISPENSATIONALISM VERSUS COVENANT THEOLOGY

Theologians have tried to understand the relationship between Israel and the church.

Questions include these: Were people in the Old Testament saved a different way from the
people of the New Testament? Do God’s promises to Israel apply to the church also? Is Israel
still special in God’s plan?

One explanation of the relationship between Israel and the church has been called “dispen-
sationalism.” Other theologians have disagreed with dispensationalism and have developed
an explanation that has sometimes been called “covenant theology.”

Dispensationalism

The term dispensation comes from the concept that there are different periods of human
history where God deals differently with people, providing salvation through different
means. A period of time when God uses a specific plan of salvation is called a dispensation.
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Some dispensationalists divided human history into many dispensations. The two periods
that most affect biblical interpretation are based on a distinction between Israel and the
church. These theologians believe that Old Testament Israelites were saved by following
the law of Moses and system of sacrifices; and that New Testament believers are saved by
grace through faith. The church is completely distinct from Israel, and God deals with them
differently.

Although there are many variations of dispensational theology, a typical version of dispen-
sationalism teaches that all of God’s promises to Israel about land and the kingdom will be
literally fulfilled.

Dispensationalists think that both plans could not go on simultaneously on earth; therefore,
they believe that the church will be removed from the earth for a period of seven years.
During that time Israel will accept Jesus as their Messiah. After that period will be a period
of 1,000 years when Jesus will rule in Jerusalem.

Dispensationalists make the Old Testament less useful for Christians because they believe
it was addressed to Israel under a different dispensation. They use the stories of the Old
Testament to illustrate truths, but they often reject doctrinal proof from the Old Testament
and try to follow only the New Testament.

Many people who do not know the term dispensationalism have been influenced by its
ideas. Often people refuse to accept the authority of the Old Testament, though the New
Testament writers obviously considered it to be their authority.

Covenant Theology

According to covenant theology, the people of God are those who love and serve him, what-
ever historical period they live in. The people who are saved, whether in Old Testament or
New Testament times, are the people who repent and trust God for salvation.

The church is now the people of God and receives the promises given to the people of God,
including the promises made to Israel in the Old Testament. The nation of Israel has no
special importance now.

For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and
physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God (Romans 2:28-29).

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel before-
hand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those
who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith (Galatians 3:7-9).
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So that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that
we might receive the promised Spirit through faith (Galatians 3:14).

There is neither Jew nor Greek... And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's
offspring, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3:28-29).

According to covenant theology, these promises will be fulfilled for the church instead
of Israel:

* The throne of Christ established in Jerusalem

* Peace

* Israel as leader of the world

* All nations being taught by Israel

* Eternal possession of the promised land, and tameness of wild animals.

The promises all are interpreted to have spiritual meaning, instead of literal meaning. These
promises must all be fulfilled by spiritual benefits in order to be fulfilled in the church.

Most people who believe covenant theology do not believe in a literal rule of Christ on the
earth for a 1,000-year period. They believe that Christ and the saints rule now spiritually,
through the influence of the gospel. They believe that the promise to Abraham that his
descendants would possess Canaan forever is fulfilled by present believers possessing
salvation.

According to covenant theology, there is no present significance to the nation of Israel now,
because they rejected Christ. Jews can be part of the people of God by receiving individual
salvation, just like any Gentile.

An Alternative View

Many theologians today have tried to come to a scriptural balance between dispensationalism
and covenant theology.

There are problems with dispensationalism. The Apostle Paul told Timothy that the scriptures
(the Old Testament) taught salvation (2 Timothy 3:15). Jesus said that Nicodemus should
already know about the new birth because he was a teacher of the Old Testament (John
3:10). The New Testament says that a believer is now the true Israelite and child of Abraham
(Romans 2:28-29, Galatians 3:28-29). It also says that the Old Testament sacrifices did not
take away sin (Hebrews 10:4). These scriptures show that God has not provided different
ways of salvation in different periods of history.

There are also problems with covenant theology. To say that the Old Testament promises
are fulfilled spiritually is to allow imaginary interpretations that cannot be tested. Also, this
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interpretation loses the original meaning. It would have been impossible for Abraham or
others to understand the promises, even though they thought they did. For example, God
promised Abraham that his children would possess certain land forever; can that really
mean that Gentiles will be saved?

Covenant theology denies that Israel is still significant in God’s plan, but the Apostle Paul
said that Israel as a nation would someday be saved (Romans 11:26).

A balanced view of Israel and the church will include an understanding of the various
promises in the Old Testament.

1.

»

Promises of salvation. Salvation is by grace and is obtained by repentance and
faith by Jew and Gentile in any period of history. The basis of God's acceptance of
an individual was always the same (Romans 4:3, Ephesians 2:8). There is no need
for Israel and the church to have separate turns on the earth because the plan of
salvation is the same for both.

Promises of God’s care for his people. Many promises describe God’s usual way of
taking care of his people, with whomever is in obedient relationship with him. An
example is Psalm 23. These promises show the nature of God revealed in relationship.
These principles have applications in any time and place, with Israel or the church.

Promises to Israel as a nation. Jesus was the Messiah of the Jews. Someday Israel
as a nation will turn to Christ (Romans 11:26). Promises that God made to Israel as
a nation will be literally fulfilled for the remnant of believing Jews.

What statements in the alternative view match dispensationalism, and which
statements differ from it? What statements match covenant theology and which
ones differ?
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LESSON 10 REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is the main point of Romans 10?

2. How did the Jews try to justify themselves?

3. How do we know that people who lived before Christ came were not saved by works?
4. What does it mean that salvation is in our hearts and mouths?

5. Why is the missionary’s message urgent?

6. Explain the illustration of tree branches in Romans 11.

7. List three kinds of promises in the Old Testament.

LESSON 10 ASSIGNMENTS

1. Write a page explaining why the Old Testament is important for Chris-
tians today. Give examples of Old Testament scriptures that are especially
valuable.

2. Remember to report on conversations with at least two members from
other churches.







LESSON 11

MINISTRY AND
RELATIONSHIPS

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6

Part 6 of Romans (12:1-15:7) contains many practical instructions for life in the church,
ministry, Christian relationships, and relationship with the government.

12:1-2 introduces Part 6, telling us that we are to be totally dedicated to the service of God.
This follows from Paul’s statements in the preceding chapter: We owe everything to God
(11:35); and God’s ways are absolutely wise (11:33).

Paul uses the illustration of a living sacrifice (12:1). Like a sacrifice that is to be Kkilled, we
are given up totally; but instead of dying, we live for God. That means the commitment must
be maintained. Day by day we must refuse to allow any shift of our loyalty. The illustration
of a living sacrifice emphasizes the totality of our offering. We cannot reserve a part of our
life for ourselves apart from the will of God. We cannot protect certain desires or ambitions
from the demands of total commitment to God.

This offering of self as a holy sacrifice is a spiritual worship, in contrast to merely formal
religion.”

Totally devoted service is not possible without the transformation described in 12:2. We
must be transformed by the renewing of our minds. We are not to be conformed to the world
in its values, behaviors, or opinions. The person who considers every question from the
perspective of the perfect will of God will contrast to the world. He does not make allowance
for any sinful desires; he does not tolerate them as normal.

Notice that the body is to be holy. Sin is not an essential aspect of the body that cannot be
cleansed by God. The body is not sinful in itself and does not sin without the will but can
be used for sin.

The verses from 12:1-15:7 describe how to live the devoted, transformed life.

» A student should read Romans 12 for the group.

70 See the note on 1:9.
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PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6, PASSAGE 1

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(12:3) The grace given to Paul refers to his ap-
ostolic authority and gift of revelation.

We should be humble because everything we
have has been given to us by God. A person with
spiritual gifts should be humble realizing that
the gifts come from God unearned and are for
the purpose of serving others.

Roman Money

(12:4-5) As members of the body, we need

others and are obligated to serve others. The Roman money was used
metaphor of the body is described in 1 Corin- throughout the empire, even
thians 12:12-26. in Jerusalem. It provided eco-

nomic stability and a standard
(12:6-8) These verses name several ministries. of value that helped businesses
Each believer is to follow the ministry he is to prosper. Jesus gave an illus-
called to and gifted for. If a person does not tration using a coin with the
have grace-based humility, he may spend his emperor’s image (Luke 20:24).

effort the wrong way, (perhaps seeking human
approval), and fail in his real calling.

The possessors of gifts are warned to use them properly. For example, the giver should give
simply, not with the purpose of honoring himself. The administrator must be diligent — at-
tentive to details and dependable all the time. The person who helps those in need should
not do it with an arrogant or grudging attitude which humiliates the recipient.”

» How do Christians use their spiritual gifts differently from the way people of the
world use their abilities?

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6, PASSAGE 2

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(12:9) Love should be genuine and sincere. Reject the evil and hold to what is good. The in-
crease of love is connected to improved discernment about what is good (Philippians 1:9-10).

71 Image: “Roman coin hoard: 1 Gold solidus of Valentinian I”, retrieved from The Portable Antiquities Scheme/The
Trustees of the British Museum, https:/finds.org.uk/database/images/image/id/1023830/recordtype/artefacts,
licensed under CC BY 2.0, desaturated and cropped from the original.
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(12:10) The church is the family of God, with many brothers and sisters. We should be willing
for honor to go to others instead of ourselves.

(12:11) Don't be lazy in responsibilities. A Christian should be a model of good work ethics.
He does not have much time to waste if he is living with God's purpose. He should work as
if he is working for God (Ephesians 6:6-7).

(12:12) Our joy does not depend on our circumstances, because we have hope for eternity. To
be patient means to endure by faith. A person should have a constant attitude of dependence
on God, ready to pray at any time.

(12:13) Help other believers with their material needs. Hospitality means meeting the needs
of others for food and shelter.

(12:14) Don't treat people as they deserve, but as Christ would treat them. To give people
what you think they deserve is literally judging, which is a role reserved to God.

(12:15) Be ready to share in the sorrow or rejoicing of others.

(12:16) Don't be conscious of status symbols. Don't favor people of higher classes. Be respect-
ful even to the poor. Don’t look for ways to put yourself above others.

(12:17) It is never right to harm someone because he has harmed you. We are not called to
give people punishment, but to forgive.

Demonstrate honesty. If you want to be respected, it is not enough for you and God to know
that you are honest; maintain policies that demonstrate honesty for everyone to see. It is
easier to maintain a good reputation than to rebuild it after it is damaged.

(12:18) As much as it depends on you, live in peace with everyone. Peace at its best is a
harmonious relationship. Sometimes peace requires an apology, even for unintentional
offense. Sometimes it requires kind confrontation of a wrongdoer, so that an offense that
hinders your relationship can be resolved. If you refuse either to apologize or to confront
when it is needed, you are not doing what you can to maintain peace.

(12:19) Don't take revenge; instead, leave room for the wrath of God. If a person wants to
be the punisher, he shows that he does not believe that God is doing his job right.

(12:20) Do good to others, rather than trying to give them what they deserve. To heap coals
of fire does not mean to get revenge in a more subtle way, for that would contradict the
main point of the verse. It could be a symbol of melting the hardness of a person's attitude.
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(12:21) Don't let evil change you and defeat you spiritually. However, do not oppose it with
evil, but with good. To become bitter and oppose it wrongly is to be spiritually defeated,
even if you win the conflict.

» Think about how a person would not do well with these instructions if he is not
completely committed to God. What is something in your life that should change
because of these instructions?

INTERPRETING THE APOSTLE'S LETTERS

The letters of Paul were written in response to specific situations: “Usually the occasion
was some kind of behavior that needed correcting, or a doctrinal error that needed setting
right, or a misunderstanding that needed further light.”’> The letters are not in the form of
systematic theology, but theology formed in response to a need. This theology is practical
from the start. It was not developed in isolation from real life.

The New Testament epistles were not literary productions for the general public, but they
were intended for more than a single recipient and immediate application. Paul told the
Colossians that they should exchange with the Laodiceans the letters each church had
received from him (Colossians 4:16). The church very early began to collect Paul's epistles
and circulate them together. Therefore, we know that they saw the epistles as applicable
to the church in all places and all times.

Even though a time and culture gap exists between us and the original recipients, the
epistles were written to New Testament Christians facing problems very similar to ours.
Therefore, the epistles of Paul are easier to apply to the modern church than some forms
of literature found in scripture. They are not written specifically to the Jewish nation, nor
are they addressing people under the Old Testament law.

The original situation of the writing provides the interpreter with a starting place for
modern application. A principle of interpretation is that we can understand a writing better
if we know who wrote it, who received it, and why it was written. The epistles provide the
interpreter the advantage of knowing the identities of the author and recipients.

The book of Romans is the most formal of Paul's writings. It follows a planned structure.
It is almost in the form of a theological treatise. Paul did not mention specific errors in
the Roman church. He did not talk about specific situations, like he did in his letters to the
churches he had founded and visited.

72 Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1993) 48.
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PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6, PASSAGE 3

Main Point of 13:1-7

Believers should submit to civil government because government is instituted by God.

Note to class leader: There will probably be much discussion and disagreement as the
group studies the next passage. You should try to get the members to let the passage correct
their opinions.

» A student should read Romans 13:1-7 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(13:1-2) God has established government. That does not mean that every ruler is righteous,
but that God wants human authority to be established. To refuse to be under human authority
is to rebel against God. Just as we do not truly love God if we do not love the brother who is
visible, neither can we claim to be under God's authority while refusing to submit to visible
human authority. A Christian should not treat officers of the law with disrespect.

(13:3-4) One of the purposes of government is to punish evildoers. When government is
functioning properly, evildoers fear it. Under normal circumstances Christians will not
conflict with government because Christian qualities make the Christian a good citizen.
However, many times in history rulers have tried to demand loyalty that belongs only to
God, and then they become persecutors of Christians.

Government that functions properly is consistent with the authority of God. Verse 4 tells us
that government has authority from God to enforce laws even by killing evildoers.

Christians in some nations believe it is wrong to serve in a government position, especially
a position that might require them to use violence. Many Christians with that belief live
in countries where the government has persecuted Christians and is extremely corrupt.
However, if government is functioning properly, it is not wrong for a Christian to serve in
a government position because government is authorized by God.

(13:5) The Christian is supposed to submit to authority, not only for fear of governmental
punishment, but for a clear conscience. To rebel against government or to refuse to obey laws
is to deny the role of government. Not all decisions can be made by individuals if there is to
be any government. Individual freedom has to be submitted to the authority that protects
individual rights, even if we do not always agree with the way the protection is done.

(13:6-7) A Christian should pay the legitimate taxes of government. Follow customary ways
of showing respect.
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PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6, PASSAGE 4

Main Point of 13:8-10

Love fulfills the law because it motivates the believer to do what is right toward others.

These verses prove that the law does not become irrelevant to the believer. The believer
does fulfill the law, since by grace he can have the love described here. Grace is not merely a
covering for violations of the law. Grace includes the work of God in us to fulfill his will for us.

» A student should read Romans 13:8-10 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(13:8) To owe in this sense means to fail to give what is due to someone. Some types of obli-
gations are listed in the previous verse. It is not wrong to borrow and repay on a schedule,
if that is the agreed way to meet our obligations. We are commanded, as in verse 7, to give
every person what is due to him from us.

» What are the results when a Christian does not pay what he has borrowed?

(13:9-10) If you truly love someone as yourself, you will not steal from him, lie to him, covet
what he has, or violate his marriage. Mere friendship and love, such as are common in
the world, do not always prevent these wrongs; but the love of Christ in us will prevent us
from doing wrong even to strangers, to those who offend us, or to those who can afford it.

Most cultures and religions teach that we owe such love to some people, perhaps to family
members and tribal members. But they think that to the rest of mankind, no such love is
owed. They may consider it permissible to steal from foreigners or employers and to be rude
to strangers. Christ commands us to extend love to every person we are in contact with. In
Luke 10:25-37, to illustrate the command of loving your neighbor, Jesus told the story of a
Samaritan who helped an injured Jew.

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6, PASSAGE 5

» A student should read Romans 13:11-14 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(13:11) Salvation in this verse refers to ultimate salvation at the return of Christ. We are not
to live as though this world will last forever. We should live as people who are expecting
things to quickly pass.
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(13:12) Night is a figure of speech that refers to the time leading up to the coming of the
Lord. (See also 2 Peter 1:19.) Darkness in the New Testament is often associated with sinful
actions. (See also 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8 and Ephesians 5:11-14.)

(13:13) Here the life of the careless sinner is described. This is the person who does not care
about the future, and especially does not think about eternity. He lives for pleasure without
concern for morality. The life of a Christian is completely opposite to this.

(13:14) Don't make any allowance for sinful desires. Don’t use human nature as an excuse
for sin. Live in the light and have nothing in your life that you should be ashamed of.

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6, PASSAGE 5

There will always be issues about which sincere believers disagree. Romans 14 gives in-
structions about how Christians who differ in some beliefs and practices can still love and
respect one another and worship and serve together.

» A student should read Romans 14:1-23 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(14:1) The weak brother is one who feels guilty for an action that is not really forbidden by
God (see 1 Corinthians 8:7-12). A strong brother is one who can do an action without guilt
because he knows the action is not really disobedience to God.

(14:2-3) The Jewish law had rules about food. There were many Jewish Christians in the
church and Gentiles who had studied the Jewish laws. A person who feels free from any
restrictions about food might be tempted to despise the one who feels restricted. The one
who tries to follow rules about food might be tempted to judge others as sinners.

(14:4) God will judge his own servants and give them the grace they need. Do not judge
others about things that are not clear in scripture.

Around the world there is diversity among believers regarding such things as methods of
baptism, ways of serving the Lord’s Supper, choice of Bible translation, dress, and enter-
tainment. We should maintain Christian unity but not expect uniformity within the body
of Christ. Our motto should be: “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; but in all
things, love!”

(14:5-6) There were many Jewish feast days, with special customs for each. The Sabbath day
was also controversial. The church began to meet and worship on the Lord's Day instead
(Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10) and later Sunday became something like a
Christian Sabbath. The principle of rest on the seventh day still has benefits that we should
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keep, since it is a creation principle and not just a custom instituted at the time that the law
of Moses was given.

“...Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind” (14:5) shows that definite opinions
are necessary. A person should not be vague in what he believes about issues. Tolerance
of other opinions does not mean that we do not know what our own opinion is or that we
ignore evidence and reasoning.

(14:7-9) We do not own ourselves. Each life should honor Christ. Christ’s death and resur-
rection redeems us, and we belong to him.

(14:10-12) Every person shall report to God at the judgment. Therefore, our opinions about
each other are less important.

(14:13-15) It is important for us to try not to cause another believer to stumble. For the
Christian, things are not unclean because everything belongs to God. But if a person thinks
something is wrong and does it anyway, he has committed sin because he chose to do wrong.
We cause someone to stumble if we influence him to do something he thinks is wrong.
(Another scripture passage about this issue is 1 Corinthians 8.)

(14:16) A person may have right doctrine and yet do harm because of not caring about his
influence on others.

(14:17) Christianity does not consist either in rules about lifestyle or in freedom. It is spiritual
victory and life in the Spirit.

(14:18-19) God is pleased when we submit everything we do to Christ and do our best to
build up others.

(14:20-23) All things belong to God, and the person who remembers that can have liberty.
However, if a person does something he thinks is wrong, he is sinning by that choice. The
brother who feels free should limit his freedom to avoid causing others to fall.

No directions are given to the weaker brother, except that he should not judge the one who
has more liberty. The weaker one is bound by his conscience and cannot change his conduct,
but the stronger brother has options.

There will probably be much discussion while covering the preceding passage, but some
questions to consider are:

* What kinds of issues does our church leave to the members to decide individually?
*  What differences do we see in other believers about which we should be more tolerant?

* How can we be faithful to apply the principles of this passage in our opinions of and
interactions with other people?
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IDENTIFYING THE JUDAIZERS

The Judaizers were not simply followers of Judaism, the religion of the Jews. The Judaizers
were Jews who claimed to be Christians but thought that Christians must fulfill the require-
ments of Judaism. It was not a problem for converted Jews to continue to practice Judaism.
Many did, especially during the first generation of the New Testament church. The problem
was when Jews who claimed to be converted did not understand the gospel of grace.

Judaizers thought that it was necessary for a Gentile convert to accept all of the rules of
Judaism, including circumcision, in order to be saved. They did not preach the gospel to
the unbelievers. Instead, they preached to the converts of others, bringing confusion and
division. Their greatest recorded victory was in Galatia, where they led the whole church
astray. Paul’s letter to the Galatians is intended to bring them back to the true gospel.

The issue of Jewish requirements was brought to a church council, recorded in Acts 15.
The apostles realized that to follow the way of the Judaizers would be to deny the gospel
of grace and to deny that the gospel was equally offered to Gentiles. The council’s decision
corrected true believers who were sincerely misguided but did not stop those who had
wrong motives. Paul considered the Judaizers to be enemies to the gospel.

Romans 14:1-15:12 applies the gospel truth that Paul had explained throughout the letter
to the question of Jewish requirements. Believers were not to judge one another on their
observance of Jewish religious scruples. The section ends with an emphasis that the gospel
is for the whole world.

Other passages on this subject include Romans 4; Acts 15; Galatians 2, 3, 5; and Colos-
sians 2:11-23.

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 6, PASSAGE 6

Notes Verse-by-Verse continued

(15:1-4) The strong in faith, those who feel free, should be willing to give up some privileges
to help those who are weak in faith and do not feel free of extra restrictions.

(15:5-7) These verses conclude the passage. The goal is Christian unity. The love of Christ
is our example.

A STORY OF UNITY, REVIVAL, AND MISSIONS

In 1722 a German landowner named Zinzendorf invited persecuted Moravian believers to
move to his property and build a colony. Eventually several hundred people were in the
community. They struggled with divisions about various doctrines and worship practices;
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but in 1727 they developed “The Brotherly Agreement” (now called “The Moravian Covenant
for Christian Living”) to help establish unity.

In that same year, they began to experience revival. They had an all-night prayer meeting
and several long worship services with an unusual sense of God’s presence, including one
in which the speaker sank to the ground in awe of God. During a communion service, the
Holy Spirit moved upon the people in such a way that Zinzendorf later viewed that day
as the Pentecost of the Renewed Moravian Church. Those who had been divided were
reconciled with great feeling, and Zinzendorf led a prayer of confession for the schisms
in the congregation. They began a prayer vigil, with various members taking turns, and
continued it for 100 years.

The Moravian community became one of the greatest missionary-sending congregations of
all time. From 1733-1742, 70 missionaries went out from the community of 600. Many died
young from persecution and difficult conditions. By 1760, after 28 years, 226 missionaries
had been sent out; and the Moravians worldwide numbered in the thousands.

LESSON 11 REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Explain the illustration of a living sacrifice.

2. What must happen to us so we can be totally devoted to God?
3. Why should we be humble?

4. Explain the terms weaker brother and stronger brother.

5. Who were the Judaizers?

LESSON 11 ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a page applying some of the practical directions found in Romans
12:1-15:7 to Christians today.

2. Prepare for the final test by studying the list of questions provided in the
Appendix of this course. You must take the test without help from anyone
else and without looking at any written material.




LESSON 12

A VISION FOR MISSIONS

NOTE TO CLASS LEADER

Schedule the final test and make sure the group is prepared for it.

THREE GREAT CULTURES

Three cultures shaped the world that received the gospel in the first century. God prepared
the world to be in a condition for the gospel to be most effective.

Greek Culture

Alexander the Great conquered the civilized world and formed his empire. He purposely
spread Greek culture, because he believed it was superior to all others and because it
would help to unite his empire. He wanted everyone to speak Greek and practice Greek
customs. This prepared for the gospel because missionaries could preach the gospel in
Greek throughout the empire.

Greek thinking caused people to see themselves primarily as individuals instead of members
of a tribe and family. Therefore, they became more open to making individual religious
choices. People realized that it was possible to change their religion.

Greeks saw themselves as citizens of the world, instead of just citizens of their own small
state. They realized that there is truth that applies to all people, instead of each people
group having their own truth. This made them realize that truth might come to them from
somewhere else, and not only from their own tradition.

Greek philosophers tried to answer questions about the meaning of life and the universe.
They believed that answers exist that would explain life for everyone.

Greek philosophers used reason to show that the old religions were wrong. They also
caused people to be dissatisfied with the legends of the gods. The gods were exaggerations
of humanity with human faults, guilty of immoral and evil actions.

Greek philosophers proposed new explanations for life and reality. Each new philosophy

was debated, and no philosophy succeeded in answering the questions completely. They
discovered and discussed the important questions but could not answer them.

133
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Philosophy could not satisfy the spiritual need of humanity:.
Christianity answered the questions asked by philosophy and also satisfied the spiritual need.

» How did Greek culture change the world and prepare for the spread of the gospel?

Roman Culture

The Roman Empire developed after the Greek empire had broken into various territories.
The Romans conquered and united many nations, but much of the common culture was
still Greek.

Roman conquests caused people to lose faith in their local gods who were unable to help
them. People became more willing to hear about an omnipotent, universal God.

The Romans believed in many gods and had legends like Greek mythology. Many educated
Romans did not really believe in the gods but practiced religion as part of their culture.

Roman law brought clearer concepts of justice. The Roman courts considered evidence
in a reasonable way. This helped lay the foundation for the doctrines of man's guilt and
justification.

The Roman domination ended the small wars between nations, bringing what is called
the Pax Romana, the Roman Peace. This made travel safer, and missionaries could cross
national borders without trouble.

» How did Roman culture change the world and prepare for the spread of the gospel?

Jewish Culture

Jews were scattered throughout the civilized world, and everywhere they established
synagogues and taught their faith. The apostles observed that Moses was taught in every
city (Acts 15:21). Jews faithful to the religion of Israel had influence in Rome.

Judaism’s concept of a sovereign, holy God was more respectable than mythology with
its fallible, immoral gods. The high ethics of Judaism were attractive in a world of moral
chaos. Christianity shared these ethics, raised them, and preached the potential of grace to
transform a sinner and enable holy living.

Judaism's concept of God’s purpose in history and expectation of a Messiah gave hope
for the future. The hope was in an intervention of God, not human solutions. Christianity
announced that the Messiah had arrived and that a new age had begun.

» How did Jewish culture change the world and prepare for the spread of the gospel?
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PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 7

In this passage, the apostle explains why he is writing the letter. He wants to visit them, then
receive their help to begin missionary work in Spain. This purpose of the letter guided its
structure because Paul explained what the gospel is, why everyone needs it, why messengers
are important, and why he was qualified to go. He showed that worldwide missions were
always the plan of God.

» A student should read Romans 15:8-33 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(15:8) Jesus fulfilled the messianic promises given to the Jewish patriarchs and came through
the Jewish nation and religion.

(15:9-12) Through several Old Testament quotations, the apostle shows that God always
planned for the gospel to go to the Gentiles. In the scriptures Paul quotes, the prophets had
predicted that:

* Gentiles would become worshippers of God
* The Messiah will rule over the Gentiles
* Gentiles will trust in the Messiah

(15:13-14) The Apostle gives a prayer of blessing for the Roman church and says that he
believes they are spiritually strong. In the following verses, he will call them to have a vision
for mission work. Even a blessed church that is spiritually strong is not complete without
a vision and involvement with missionary work.

» What happens if a church does not have a desire to support missionary work in
distant places?

(15:15-16) He tells them about the special call he has to take the gospel to the Gentiles. God
has given him special spiritual gifts for this work. His desire is that the Gentile churches be
holy and genuine, pleasing to God.

(15:17-19) God has given success to his ministry. Many Gentiles have become obedient to
the Word of God. The most important result of ministry is that people repent and live in
obedience to God. No other sign of success is so important. He says that his ministry is also
marked by miracles by God. He spread the gospel throughout great regions.

(15:20-22) His practice was to preach in places where the gospel had not been preached
before. He systematically covered regions. That priority was the reason he had not made
the trip to Rome, because the gospel had already been preached there.
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(15:23-24) He had preached the gospel in every area near him. He wanted the Roman church
to help him make a missionary trip beyond them into Spain. The trip would give him the
opportunity to preach and fellowship in Rome, and also help him to reach a region that
had not been reached yet.

» Explain how every Christian and every church has a debt to support the spread of
the gospel. (If needed, see the note on 1:15, in the first lesson.)

(15:25-29) First, he would make a trip to Jerusalem to carry an offering from the Gentile
church to the Jewish church. This offering was very important. By sending the offering,
the Gentiles were acknowledging their debt to the Jews, because Jewish Christians brought
them the gospel. By receiving the offering, the Jews acknowledged that the Gentiles were in
the same church. There would not be separate Christian religions. That is why Paul asked
them to pray that the Jewish believers would accept the offering.

(15:30-33) He asked them to pray that he would be delivered from danger from the unbeliev-
ing Jews in Jerusalem, so that he would be able to come to Rome. This prayer was answered,
though not the way he would have chosen. Paul arrived in Rome as a prisoner after he was
arrested in Jerusalem by Jewish rulers, taken by the Roman governor, and sent to Rome
for trial. (The story is in the book of Acts, starting at Acts 21:26 and going to the end of the
book of Acts.) We do not know if Paul ever made the trip to Spain.

» How do we see the providence of God in the events of Paul’s life, even if the trip to
Spain did not happen as he planned?

PASSAGE STUDY - ROMANS PART 8

Summary of Chapter 16

There are more greetings by name in this epistle than in any other of Paul's. It may be that
since he had not been to Rome, he mentioned all of his acquaintances who were there in
order to help begin his relationship with the church.

» A student should read Romans 16 for the group.

Notes Verse-by-Verse

(16:1-2) Phoebe was probably with those who carried this letter. Paul told them to help her
in her ministry because she met the needs of many people. The best person to help is the
person who is already a blessing to others.

(16:3-4) Aquila and Priscilla had risked their lives for Paul. (See Acts 18:1-3, 24-26 for more
history about them.)
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(16:7, 11, 21) Relatives of Paul are named in these verses.

(16:13) The woman mentioned is probably not literally Paul's mother. Rufus may have been
the son of Simon of Cyrene who carried Jesus’ cross, because in Mark 15:21 his name is
mentioned as if he were known to the church later.

(16:17-18) There are people who try to separate others from the foundational truths of the
church in order to build their own followings. They are not serving Christ, but their own
desires. Their message is contrary to right doctrines of salvation. (See 3 John 1:9-10 and
2 Peter 2:1-3.)

(16:19) We need to learn as much as we can about truth. We do not need to know much
about evil. People who study evil things face the danger of an unhealthy attraction and
distortion of their thinking.

(16:20) The church will ultimately triumph over Satan through the work of Christ (Gen-
esis 3:15).

(16:22) Tertius was not the author, but the person who wrote as Paul spoke the letter to him.

(16:25-27) These verses refer to the main themes of the letter. Notice the phrases “my gospel”
and “preaching of Jesus Christ.” He again states that the gospel is both a fresh revelation
and the old message of the prophets. He ends with a final reference to missions, reminding
them that the message is for all nations. The goal of mission work is the same as Jesus stated
in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20): to bring people into obedience to Christ. This
concludes the letter as it began, as 1:5 says: that the reason for ministry is to bring people
of all nations into obedience to God.

A GOSPEL PRESENTATION FROM ROMANS

The gospel can be explained using verses only from the book of Romans. This presentation
of the gospel is sometimes called the “Roman Road.”

The first sentence of explanation for each reference is the most important one to remember.

Romans 3:23
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Every person has sinned by doing things they know are wrong. This verse shows the
real problem that people have. They have not obeyed God; they have deliberately disobeyed
God. No person is an exception. No person can be accepted by God on the basis of having
always done what is right.

For further emphasis of this point, you can use 3:10 (“None is righteous, no, not one”) and
5:12 (“Death spread to all men because all sinned”).
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Romans 6:23
“The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Sinners have earned eternal death, but God offers eternal life as a gift through Jesus.

This verse shows why sin is so serious. Because of sin, the penalty of death is passed to every
person. It is eternal death, the judgment of God which every sinner deserves.

In contrast to the death we have earned, God offers the gift of life, something we have
not earned.

Romans 5:8
“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
The gift of God was provided by the death of Christ for us.

God was not willing to let us receive the judgment we deserved. Because he loves us, he
provided a way for us to receive mercy. Jesus died as the sacrifice so that we can be forgiven.
God did not wait for us to do something to deserve salvation — it comes to us while we are
still sinners. Salvation is offered not to good people, but to sinners.

Romans 10:9
“If you confess... and believe... you will be saved.”

The only requirement for salvation is for the sinner to admit he is a sinner and believe
God’s promise of forgiveness.

What about repentance? If a person admits that he has done wrong and wants to be forgiven,
he implies that he is willing to quit his sins.

Romans 10:13

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

The offer of salvation is to every person. Nobody is excluded. No other qualifications exist.
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Romans 5:1
“Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God”
Believing God’s promise makes us a friend of God, no longer counted guilty.

To have peace with God means that we are no longer his enemies; we are reconciled. The sin
that separated us from God is taken out of the way. To be justified means to be counted as
not guilty. To be justified by faith means that believing God’s promise is all that is necessary
for our forgiveness.

Romans 8:1
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

Because we are connected to Christ, we are no longer condemned for the sins we
committed.

Christ lived a sinless life and fulfilled the requirement of justice with his death on the cross.
By faith we identify with him and with him are accepted by God the Father. God treats us
as though we have never sinned.

Conclusion

Explain that an unbeliever can be saved by praying to God, confessing that he is a sinner,
and asking for forgiveness on the basis of Jesus’ sacrifice for him.

For Learning and Practice

The best way to learn and practice this method is to first mark each verse to be used in Ro-
mans by circling or underlining it in your Bible. Then, put a number beside each one showing
the order of its use. For example, beside the verse to be used first, write the number 1.

Practice presenting the gospel. Read each verse and give the explanation that goes with it.
Be sure to include the concepts that are in the first sentence after each verse (above). Then,
add whatever explanation is needed, using the other sentences if they are helpful. It is not
necessary to use the exact words that are provided in this lesson.

Practice until you can do it without looking at anything except the Bible.
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LESSON 12 REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Explain how three great cultures prepared the world for the spread of the gospel in the
first century.

2. How did the apostle show that God always planned for the gospel to go to the Gentiles?
3. Why was the offering for the church in Jerusalem so important?

4. How did Paul arrive in Rome?
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QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW
AND FINAL TEST

LESSON 1

1. Why did Paul write the letter to the Roman believers?

2. Why did Paul plan to go to Rome?

3. What does the term Jesus Christ our Lord mean in the New Testament epistles?
4. How did the resurrection prove Jesus’ deity?

5. Explain the term barbarian (Romans 1:14).

6. Why does the evangelist have a debt to share the gospel?

7. What is the central and most important truth in the book of Romans?

8. What does death mean in the book of Romans?

9. According to Romans, who is spared from God’s judgment?

LESSON 2

10. By what means do people receive General Revelation?

11. What do all people know about God even without scripture?
12. What is Special Revelation?

13. What is idolatry?

14. Name two ways depravity affects people’s thinking.
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LESSON 3

15. What does apocalyptic scripture describe?

16. Why did the Jews expect to be favored?

17. How is a person made righteous?

18. How does a person show that he has saving faith?

19. What did circumcision signify for a Jew, and what did it symbolize for a Christian?

LESSON 4

20. Explain Calvin’s concept of “common grace.”

21. Explain Wesley’s concept of “the grace that comes before.”

22. In Romans 3:19, what does it mean for “every mouth to be stopped”?
23. What great benefit of the Jews is mentioned in Romans 3?

24. How do forms of worship benefit us?

25. What does Romans 3:10-18 show?

26. Who is under the law? (Romans 3:19-20)

LESSON 5

27. What does a person believe who has saving faith?

28. What is the dilemma solved by the atonement?

29. How did the atonement solve the dilemma?

30. What does justification mean?

31. How does someone uphold the law as the standard of righteousness? (Romans 3:31)
32. What was God’s promise of grace to Abraham?

33. What did David say about justification by faith?

34. Who are the spiritual children of Abraham?

35. How do we know from Romans 5:15 that salvation is offered to everyone?
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LESSON 6

36. Why is it important to understand what sin is?

37. What is the definition of willful sin?

38. What wrong idea is Paul responding to in Romans 6?
39. What does it mean to be dead to sin?

40. What does it mean to be under grace?

41. What does it mean to be under the law?

42. Why is it impossible to serve both God and sin?

43. What does the term old self mean?

LESSON 7

44. Name two reasons the ceremonial and civil laws of the Old Testament are still important.
45. What does it mean to be dead to the law?

46. What are two uses of the term in the flesh?

47.How does the law make sin worse?

48. Why is the law useful for evangelism?

LESSON 8

49. Why was it impossible for the law to be a means of salvation?

50. What does it mean that a believer is no longer in the flesh?

51. How does the law direct the life of a Christian?

52. What is the witness of the Spirit?

53. What is final salvation?

54. What problems result if people deny the resurrection of the body?

55. What is the security of the believer?
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LESSON 9

56. How do we know that God wants us to understand his justice?
57. Why is it important for us to see that God is just?

58. What is a biblical view of God’s sovereignty?

59. What is the main point of Romans 9?

60. What were the spiritual privileges of Israel?

61. What are five connections between Christianity and Judaism?
62. What does Romans 9 say about God’s choice of Jacob?

63. Why can we rejoice in God’s sovereignty?

LESSON 10

64. What is the main point of Romans 10?

65. How did the Jews try to justify themselves?

66. How do we know that people who lived before Christ came were not saved by works?
67. What does it mean that salvation is in our hearts and mouths?

68. Why is the missionary’s message urgent?

69. Explain the illustration of tree branches in Romans 11.

70. List three kinds of promises in the Old Testament.

LESSON 11

71. Explain the illustration of a living sacrifice.

72. What must happen to us so we can be totally devoted to God?
73. Why should we be humble?

74. Explain the terms weaker brother and stronger brother.

75. Who were the Judaizers?
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LESSON 12

76. Explain how three great cultures prepared the world for the spread of the gospel in the
first century.

77.How did the apostle show that God always planned for the gospel to go to the Gentiles?
78. Why was the offering for the church in Jerusalem so important?

79. How did Paul arrive in Rome?
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SHEPHERDS GLOBAL
CLASSROOM
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS COURSES

Christian Beliefs

This is a systematic theology course, describing the Christian doctrines about the Bible, God,
man, sin, Christ, salvation, the Holy Spirit, the Church, and last things.

Romans

This course teaches the theology of salvation and missions as explained in the book of
Romans, discussing several issues that have been controversial in the church.

Eschatology

This course teaches the biblical books of Daniel and Revelation along with other sections
of prophetic scripture and emphasizes essential doctrines such as the return of Christ, the
final judgment, and the eternal kingdom of God.

Doctrine and Practice of the Holy Life

This course gives a biblical description of the holy life that God expects and empowers for
a Christian.

Doctrine and Practice of the Church

This course explains God’s design and plan for the church and biblical subjects such as
church membership, baptism, communion, tithe, and spiritual leadership.

BIBLE SURVEY COURSES

Exploring the Old Testament

This course teaches the essential content and teachings of the 39 books of the Old Testament.

Exploring the New Testament
This course teaches the essential content and teachings of the 27 books of the New Testament.



Principles of Biblical Interpretation

This course teaches the principles and methods of interpreting the Bible properly in order
to guide our life and relationship with God.

EVANGELISM AND DISCIPLESHIP COURSES

Introduction to Apologetics

This course teaches the scientific, historical, and philosophical basis for a Christian world-
view, and shows how the Christian faith is consistent with reason and reality.

Faith Traditions of the World

This course gives the evangelical believer an understanding of the teachings and proper
responses to 17 religious groups.

Biblical Evangelism and Discipleship

This course presents the biblical principles that guide evangelism methods. It describes
forms of evangelism and provides lessons to use in discipling new converts.

Spiritual Formation

In this course students learn to have the attitudes of Jesus, to relate to God the way Jesus
related to his Father, to humble ourselves as Jesus did, to practice the spiritual and per-
sonal disciplines of Jesus, to endure suffering as Jesus did, and to engage in the Christian
community (the Church) formed by Jesus.

Practical Christian Living

This course applies scriptural principles to the use of money, relationships, the environment,
relations with the government, human rights, and other areas of practical living.

Christian Marriage and Family

This course gives a Christian perspective on human development through the stages of life
and applies scriptural principles to family roles and relationships.

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COURSES

Ministry Leadership

This course emphasizes Christian character while teaching leaders to guide organizations
through the process of discovering values, realizing purpose, sharing vision, setting goals,
planning strategy, taking action, and experiencing achievement.



The Life and Ministry of Jesus

This course studies the life of Jesus as a model for ministry and leadership in the 21st century.

Principles of Communication

This course teaches the theology of communication, methods for effective speaking, and
methods for preparing and presenting biblical sermons.

Introduction to Christian Worship

This course explains how worship impacts all aspects of the believer’s life and gives prin-
ciples that should guide individual and congregational practices of worship.

CHURCH HISTORY COURSES

Survey of Church History |

This course describes how the church fulfilled its mission and protected essential doctrine
through the period from the early church to the Reformation.

Survey of Church History Il

This course describes how the church expanded and faced challenges through the period
from the Reformation to modern times.



